Women's Studies Just as Relevant as Ever | apaforprogress.org http://www.apaforprogress.org/womens-studies-just-relevant-ever

10of3

A NATIONAL NETWORK OF PROGRESSIVE ASIAN AMERICANS AND ALLIES FOR ACTION AND CHANGE

A PAP &AM EPF/{aI\E/L\FIiI% I
4 ]

| HOME APAP PAC FAQ CONTACT US SUBSCRIBE TO OUR RSS FEED
WHO WE ARE WHAT WE DO VINCENT WHO? APAP STORE
SIGN UP FOR OUR EMAIL NEWSLETTER GO
APAP Calendar Take Action! Be A Member! o
BLOGGERS NEEDED! Tl Are AAPIs the Stealth Swing APAP is a national network of progressive Asian
. K Americans and allies. We count on the support
Interested in sharing your opinions about progressive Vote? Join Call Tonight to of our members and friends to continue our work
politics? Want to highlight the great work of local Swing that Vote Left! of advancing progressive ideas. Please consider
community groups and individuals? Then join our blog | : ' ; joining today.
team. Send us an email and we can sign you up. apafp AT . Obama's Ca”ll’]g YOU tOI’]Ight.
apaforprogress DOT org. * RSVP now! Membership is just $20 per year and members
a8 receive discounts to events and merchandise.

Condemn Marion Barry's Donate Online
Latest Remarks; Launch "Say

l—ﬁ DC Asian Am. Groups

Home » Blogs » chriswong's blog

Women's Studies Just as Relevant as Ever

I

Login to apaforprogress.org!

Username: *
Password: *

Login
|~ Log in using OpenID
2 Sign in using Facebook
@ Join the APAP user community!

@ Request new password

Connect with Us (v)

Recent blog posts (v]

Gentrification engulfing Chinatowns--Part 2
U.S. Troops Typhoon Humanitarians
Gentrification Engulfing Chinatowns -- Part 1
A Case of T.M.A.? Too Many Asians?

Support the White House and Affordable
Healthcare

@ O 0 O 0

@ Hands off Syria protesters gather on Capitol
Hill

2 AAPI LAPP Festival August 28-31, 2013
@ MLK 50th Anniversary March

@ FUSION Exhibition at the Art Museum of the
Americas

@ Ways to Save Social Security

¥ more

Recent comments

I

You know we don't get hardly
17 weeks 1 day ago

Please sign on!
40 weeks 5 days ago

Hello,l would like to join
1 year 24 weeks ago

thanks for the shoutout! Then
1 year 26 weeks ago

Now that this event is over,
1 year 28 weeks ago

12/11/2013 2:41 PM



Women's Studies Just as Relevant as Ever | apaforprogress.org

2 of 3

Mon, 02/20/2012 - 22:35

Nowadays, it appears as if women have reached parity with respect to men; women can enter any field of study at virtually any
college of their choice. They have reproductive rights (only wicked women need to worry about abortions), and equal
representation (provided they look like supermodels).

Isn’t this why Women's Studies remains just as important as ever, if only because many people (women and men) remain
willfully misguided about the facts—the disparities in opportunity, in income, in access to legal recourse, and indeed in political
representation? According to Wikipedia, “As of 2011, 17 of the 100 senators are women.” Although the recent figure (and the
political representatives themselves) is impressive, only 39 women have served since 1922, thirteen of whom were appointed
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lWomen_in_the_United_States_Senate).

Women politicians and leaders tend to highlight issues that males may not raise. Are the handicap handrails too high for
women and children to grasp? How can we improve communication through temperance and fair play? Who can forget the
champions for causes concerning environmental contamination, such as homeowner association organizer and author Lois
Gibbs, who helped bring nationwide attention to the fact that there are poorly designed landfills?

Just as there have been and still are toxic waste dumps around the country which are ticking time-bombs, ultimately costing
lives and extra taxpayer money not to mention time for redesign and detoxification (Beck, http://www.epa.gov/history/topics
/lovecanal/01.html), so placidity with regard to women'’s rights can cause those rights to crumble over time.

Older single minority women still rank among the most impoverished not just in the United States, but around the world.
Women lag far behind men in the trades, particularly in construction. Syndicated sports may contribute to the attitude that
women are incapable of operating construction machinery. More programs, such as Oregon Tradewomen, Inc. are needed in
the U.S. to support female apprenticeships. Women may not possess as much upper body strength as some men, but they
compensate with regard to speed, agility, size, and most of all bring to the workplace cheerful work ethics.

Although | have only enrolled in one course, | am grateful that at Fresno City College, Survey of Women'’s Studies was a
recommended requirement. Learning who early feminist leaders are, such as Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
Fannie Lou Hamer, Jane Adams, and Sojourner Truth not only helped instill understanding and appreciation, but furnishes the
basic hermeneutics for re-authoring History, Literature, Sociology, Medicine, the Arts, and many other vital fields in recognition
of feminist contributions and perspectives. More importantly, these names stand tall as monuments, taller than the infusion of
sexualized media icons.

Women Studies helps to furnish the rhetoric for men who are subject to fantasy figures, and particularly so that women are
equipped with the personal determination, more important than the legal recourses in place, to voice their concerns. Personally,
| can name many examples where | have had to be assertive. As a solo female traveler, | recall the night before | took the
Professional Engineering exam, how the hotel manager placed me in a room where under the mattress, | discovered several
porn magazines. Older career women more often face the “so what?” attitude from younger women and uneducated males
when challenged about their career qualifications. Finally, solo female travelers have to face off situations such as | did recently,
where the manager at my hostel insisted it was okay for the construction workers to come into our all female dorm room to
access the bathroom water tap. When | complained that the workers were not bothering to lock the door when they were
finished, the manager evicted me.

These kinds of double standards, where single male visitors are more welcome at restaurants and hotels than single women,
has improved over the past decades, but not enough. It saddens me that women, unschooled and uneducated in the rhetoric of
feminist politics, often contribute to their own demise by failing to discuss the underlying philosophy, content to prate about what
they need to buy next to look more photogenic.

Women Studies has done much to raise awareness that rapes should be prosecuted; that women and men deserve family
leave; that only through action can there be change; that women have to learn to organize and join women'’s groups such as
the American Association of University Women to promote awareness in the media; that it is okay to be assertive; moreover,
that it is not okay to not be assertive.

To quote Sojourner Truth: “If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside down, all alone /
Together women ought to be able to turn it rightside up again.”

Some additional links:
http:/iwww.feministsforlife.org/history/
www.seniorwomen.com/news/index.php/gender-equality

http://over2shailaja.wordpress.com/2010/01/25/gender-divide-the-gap-widens/
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Title: There really is a long way to
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There really is a long way to go in terms of women's studies and how to make things more equal. If people really
take the time to do the proper research they can see that more needs to be done.
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